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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 
2025 of Maescar Community Council. My audit has been conducted on behalf of the 
Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of the Public Audit 
(Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of my audit, 
in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for concern that, in any 
material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
• that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
• is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
• that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, 

efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Accounting Statement 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Accounting Statement properly presents the 
Council’s receipts and payments and financial position: 
• The Council has explained the significant variance between other receipts reported in 

2024-25 compared with the comparative amounts from 2023-24 as being due to receipt 
of playground grants of £9,896 in 2023-24. 

• However, the reported 2023-24 receipt includes £5,666 advance payment of the 2024-
25 precept paid to the Council during 2023-24. 

• Therefore, the explanation provided in inaccurate and I am unable to conclude on the 
completeness and accuracy of the explanations and therefore, the Accounting 
Statement. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which do not 
affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Accounting Statement – Current year accounts 

In 2023-24, Powys County Council incorrectly paid an additional instalment of precept 
totalling £5,666. Powys County Council recovered this excess payment by setting it off 
against the 2024-25 precept. 
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As the receipt is a receipt of precept, the Council should record this in line 2 (income from 
local taxes) as it is effectively an advance payment of precept. The Council has actually 
recorded this in line 3 Other receipts. 

This means that for the comparative accounts, line 2 is understated by £5,666 and line 3 is 
overstated by £5,666. There is no impact on the Council’s overall financial position. 

In our 2023-24 audit report, we recommended that the Council restate the accounts but it has 
not done so.  

We recommend that the Council gives careful consideration to our audit reports to ensure 
that all significant matters identified are properly dealt with.  

Training plan 

The Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021, requires the Council to create and 
publish a plan for councillor and staff training. The Welsh Government provides statutory 
guidance on this, which states that the plan must be approved by the full council and include 
details on the type of training, participant numbers, timeframe, and cost.  

The training plan provided for audit does not contain the basic information required above. 

Publication of annual accounts 

Section 50 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 requires the 
Council to publish its audited accounts online. Regulation 5 of the Accounts and Audit 
(Wales) Regulations 2014 requires the Council to publish the Annual Governance Statement 
alongside the accounts. Regulation 15 of the 2014 Regulations requires the Council to 
publish along with the accounts, any certificate, opinion, or report issued, given or made by 
the Auditor General.  

The Council has not yet published the 2023-24 accounts and audit opinion. 

We recommend that the Council reviews its publication arrangements to ensure that all 
relevant documents are published as soon as practicable. 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  

Date: 25/09/2025 
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